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CHAPTER 198
MUNICIPAL POWER AND WATER DISTRICTS

198.01 Definitions. 198.13 Acquisition of private utilities; dissolution of power district.
198.02 District, creation, powers. 198.14 Powers of district board.

198.025 Plan for district. 198.145 District legislature, ordinances fizers.
198.03 Procedure for ganizing district. 198.15 Board procedure.

198.04 Second step. 198.16 General manager

198.05 Subdistricts, boundaries. 198.165 District clerk, treasureattorney duties.
198.06 Referendum. 198.167 Certified accountant; annual report.
198.07 Board of directors, boundaries. 198.17 Eminent domain procedure.

198.08 Directors. 198.18 District bonds.

198.09 Vacancies, declared, filled. 198.19 Annexation of territory

198.10 Taxation. 198.20 Consolidation of districts.

198.11 Compensation and expenses of directors. 198.21 District obligations inviolate.

198.12 Corporate powers of district. 198.22 Municipal water districts.

198.01 Definitions. In this chapterunless the context other 198.025 Plan for district. It shall be the duty of the public
wise requires: servicecommission upon request of the governing body of any

(1) “Board of directors,” “directors” or “board” means theCity, village or town to work out with suamunicipality or with
boardof directors of a municipal power distrisélected as pro anygroup of municipalities interested with it in the creation of a
videdin this chapterduly constituted and ganized and acting as g_lutn_lcipal power district, &easibleworking plan for a proposed
aboard. IStrict.

(2) "Chief executive” means mayor oity managervillage 198.03 Procedure for organizing district. The procedure

presidentor chairperson of the town. R . ; = .
. o h blic service commission anf r organizing, incorporating, and creating a municipal power dis
(3) “Commission"means the pu ict under the provisions of this chapter is as follows:

any other bodycommissioror agency of the state which may at (1) INnmAL ResoLUTION. The governing bodies of one—half or
anytime hereafter succeed to the general powerguaisdiction moreof the municipalities proposed to be includedhe district

of sald“commls.smn. Y . . shallfirst pass resolutions, declarittzat public interest or neces

(4) "Governing body” whenever used imelation to any gjty demands the creation and maintenanc minicipal power
municipality, means irthe case of any town or village, the towryjstrict to be knowras “the (giving the name) municipal power
or village board, and, in the case of any,dite common council gistrict”.  Such resolutions shall name the municipalities to be
or commissionersas the case may be, of such,catyd shall be  n¢|ydedin the proposed district. Certified copies of stetolu
heldto include the mayor or other chief executivitoef of such  tionsshallnext be presented to the county clerk of the county con
municipality in any case whereitie concurrence or approval oftaining the lagest number of voters withie proposed district,
suchofficer is required by the law governisgch municipality for yequestingsaid clerk to call alection without delay for deter
the adoption of any municipal ordinance or resolution or Oth%ining whether such district shall be created.

mun|C|E)aI ac_t _[)royltj”ed for in this chapter. . ) (2) PeTITION IN LIEU OF RESOLUTION. In lieu of the resolutions
(5) “Municipality” means any town, citgr incorporated Vil providedfor by sub(1), a petition may be presented to teinty
lage. clerk of said county signed by at least ten per cent of the voters in
(6) “Municipal power district,” “powerdistrict” or “district” saidproposed district. Sugbetition shall declare that, in the opin
meansa municipal power district ganized under this chapter ion of the petitioners, public interest necessity demands the-cre
eitheras originally oganized or as the same may be from time tation and maintenance of a municipal power district. The petition
time altered or amended. may be on separate sheets of papat each sheet shall contétie
(7) “Public utility” or “utility” means the plant, equipment, affidavit of the person who circulated the same, certifying that
materials supplies and angther or diferent propertyincluding €achname signed theretotise true signature of the person whose
contractrights, used and useful primarily for the productiorf)ameit purports to be.
transmissioror furnishing of electric power to or for the public for
any purpose bya person, firm, association, corporation or 498.04 Second step. (1) NoTicE To commissioN. Upon
municipality and whether operated byarson, firm, association, receiptof the certified copies of resolutions or the petition men
corporation, a municipality or by trustees or by receiverstionedin s.198.03 such countylerk shall forthwith notify the
appointecby any court. publlc service commission in writing tha; .the munlmpghtles filing
(8) “Voters” means vote for governor at thast general elec saidresolutions or those namedsaid petition as constituting the
tion. proposecpower district had petitioned the county clerk to aall
History: 1983 a. 1891989 a. 56258 election without delay for determining whether such district
shouldbe created.

198.02 District, creation, powers. A municipal power dis (2) ReporTOF commissioN. Within ninety days after receipt
trict may be created as provided tiis chapter and when soOf said notice of the county clerk the public service commission
createdshall be considered a municipal corporation and exay shallfile in writing with said clerk its recommendations astte
cisethe powers herein granted. Any two or mornenicipalities, feasibility or nonfeasibility of the proposedistrict with reasons
whethercontiguous or otherwise or in the saanalifferent coun  therefor. Certified copies of such recommendations shall at the
ties,may oganize and incorporate as a municipal power distrigg@metime be filed by the commission with the clerk of each
but no municipality shall be divided in the formation of such a dignunicipality included within said proposed district.

trict, nor shall anymunicipality be included therein unless (3) ELecTioNncALLED. Upon receipt of such recommendations
approvedoy a majority of the votes cast thereon at an election ohithe commission, or upon expiration of the ninety day period
suchproposition. referredto in sub(2), saidcounty clerk shall call without delay an
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electionwithin the proposed district for the purpose of determirthe commission shall determine, and in the case of municipal
ing whether the proposed district shall be created. waterdistricts created under98.22 unless objection thereto is
History: 1993 a. 482 madeto the public service commission by one or more of the gov
o ) N erning bodies of the municipalities which would otherwise be
198.05 Subdistricts, boundaries. Every petition or resolu includedin the district. If a district has been approved by all the
tion provided for in s198.03shall divide the proposed district intomunicipalitieswithin the districtas proposed, the creation and
five subdistricts, giving each a numpexrcept as provided in s. incorporationof the district shall be deemedmplete from and
198.07(3). In the event that the boundaries of the district as-origifter the filing of the result of the election with the secretary of
nally proposedare changed at the election, provided for by stateby the board of canvassers.
198.06 and approved by the commission pursuant 08.06 (6) EXPENSESOF ELECTION, PAYMENT. All amounts properly
(), the commission shall make such adjustments in the boufig:rredand actuallyexpended by any municipality or the clerk
ariesof the subdistricts as may be necessary to comply withygereof in publishing notices ofny primary or election, in
198.07 employingpersons to conduct the electionmperforming other
dutiesimposed upon the municipality apon the clerk thereof by
198.06 Referendum. (1) NOTICEOF ELECTION,PUBLICATION.  anyprovision of this chapter shall be paid as other similar expen
noticeof an election to be held within the proposed districttfer - the municipality against the district to be repaid, together with
purposeof determiningwhether the proposed district shall benterestthereon at the rate of 6% per yagon the presentation
created. Such notice shafitate the name of the proposed districhf proper vouchers therefor by the clerk of the municipalitjiéo
anddescribe its boundaries. The notice shall be published orggtrict, when anchs the district has funds available for that pur
aweek for at least 3 consecutive weeks before the day of the ejggse.
tion in some newspaper aewspapers having a general cireula (7) INFORMALITIES DISREGARDED, LIMITATION OF ACTION TO

tion within the proposed district. , TESTVALIDITY OF DISTRICT. No informality in any proceedingr

_ (2) BaLLOT REQUIREMENTS. The ballot for the election shall bejn the conduct of the election, not substantialfgetfing adversely

in such form and contain such instructions and shall be of the sigg|egal rights of any citizen, shall be held to invalidatedtee
requiredby ss5.51and5.64for the referendum ballot, except thaation of any district, and any proceedings wherein the validity of

thereshall appear on the ballot the following: the creation is denied shall bemmenced within 3 months from
Shall the.... (givinghe name thereof) “municipal power dis the date of filing theorder of the board of canvassers with the sec

trict” be created and established? retary of state, otherwise the creatiand the legal existence of
YES[] NO[J thedistrict shall be held to bealid and in every respect legal and

(3) ELECTION PROCEDURE ELECTORS,CANVASS. The election, Incontestable.
History: 1973 c. 334.57: 1975 c. 93.113 1979 c. 105.60 (13) 1993 a. 246

andall matters pertaining to the election not othervgisavided ;o955 417
for in thissection, shall be conducted and the result ascertained Iin

acco_rdan_cewith the election Iaws gov_erning then_duct of local 198.07 Board of directors, boundaries. (1) Thegovern
electionsin the several election districts embragesuch pre  mentof each district shall be vested in a board of five directors.
posedmunicipal powedistrict, as nearly as may be, and no person 5y e hoyndaries of the subdistricts shall be drawn in such
may vote atthe election unless he or she is a qualified eIeCtorQFnanner that each shalbntain approximately an equal number

Lhe;erlgtory tifr:cluded ig the pmposfﬁstri?' ‘ Thdelz eIecEion MaY of voters, except that no municipality shall contain more than two
¢ held on the same day as any other stalewiiage, town or subdistrictsnor shall any municipality be divided unless it shall
county election and may be consolidatkdrewith. The ballots ctomprise more than one subdistrict

K :

shallbe transmitted by the local election authorities to the cou y(3) Wherea district includes a municipality containiagters

boardof canvassers of the county containing thgdatnumber in excess of fifty per cent of the voters in the entire district there
of voters within the proposed district, within 5 days afterefee shallbe appointed a director atda: The territory in said district

tion. otherthan that contained in said municipality shall be divided into
(4) COUNTY CANVASS OF VOTES,DECLARE RESULT. The county only 2 subdistricts
boardof canvassers of the county shall meettenMonday next ’
succeedindhe dayof the election and shall canvass the votes cashs 08 Directors
andin so doing shaltanvass the returns of each municipality SeH’he're shall be a dir
arately, and shall order and declare the district createth®f ey the chief executives of the municipalities included
municipalitiesin which amajority of those voting on the propesi within said subdistrict
tion voted in favor of the creation of the district, provided, that the (2) APPOINTMENT Wthin ten davs after the creation and
total number of voters in the approving municipalities shafidte | corporationof such district shall ha)\//e been completedcthief
lessthan two—thirds of the number of voters within the district dgxecﬁtivesin each subdistrict Containing more thgn Pyl
first proposed. . . : . -
brop pality shall meet for the selection of a director for said subdistrict.

(5) ORDER OF CANVASSERS FILING, EFFECTOF REDUCEDAREA,  Thotime and place of such meeting shall be designated by said
CREATION COMPLETE. The board of canvassers shall cause &Ceré)untyclerk

fied copy ofthe order declaring the result of the election to be file h leci f a di
in the ofice of the secretary of state. A certified copy of the order (ﬁ) ?PfPO'NTME.'\'T' C%NTliN#ED' In the se fect|on g a |rectdor
shallalso be filed with the clerk of each municipality included €achchief executive shall have one vote for each ioeisan

the district, with the county clerk, and with tpeblic service com  VOters within that chief executive’ municipality or such part
mission. In case the district as finally constituted Comprisestgereofas is located in said subdistrict. A three—fourths vote shall

smallerarea than originally proposed, because of the failuoeef D€ necessary for the selection afdirector The result of said
or more municipalities to approve the district at the electien selectionshall be certified to by the chairperson and clerk of said

within 10 days following the filingvith the commission, the com Meetingand forthwith filed with the secretary of state and the
missionshall file its approval or disapproval of the district a&€rk of each municipality in said district. .
createcby the electiowith the secretary of state, the clerk of each (4) ADIJOURNMENT. Such meeting may adjourn from time to
municipalityincluded in the district and the county clerk. In suchme.

casefrom and after the filing by the commission the creation and (5) APPOINTMENTBY EXECUTIVE. Where a municipality cen
incorporationof the district shall be deemed completethe dis  tainstwo subdistricts or whera subdistrict includes only one
trict shall be deemed dissolved, as the approval or disapprovaificipality,the chief executive of such municipality shall select

(1) DIRECTOR FOR EACH SUBDISTRICT.
ector for each subdistrisho shall be
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adirector for each such subdistrict, and shall file forthwith a-certiavingterritory in saiddistrict, the total amount necessary to pay
fied copy thereof as provided by syB). the interest and debt retirement cfem onoutstandingndebted

(6) DIRECTORAT LARGE. Where the selection of a direcer Nnessof said district for the ensuing yeand the share thereof that
largeis required such selection shall be made by the goveforeachsuch municipality must payFor failure to pay such taxes the
certified copy of such selection shall be filed forthwith by the-goys@mepenalties shall apply as for failui@pay other taxes. If any
ernoras provided in sul§3). of such taxes shall remain unpaid and become dghnquent the same

(7) TERM, OATH. The regular term of directors of the districEhallbe collected and payment thereof enforced in the same man
afterthe first term shall be for four years. Each director shall hdi§"@nd by the samefafers as other delinquent taxes eotiected
office until the directors successor is selected and qualifies. EagfidPayment thereof enforced atiee proceeds of such collection
directorshall, before entering upon the disgeaof the directss ~2ndenforcement shall be paid over by the propécers to the
duties,take and subscribe to the constitutional oathfideof Such  treasurenof the district. All oficers of municipalities chged by
oathshall be filed in the dite of the clerk of the district. this section W'tthaf"y thWt_Of a“‘t}?”ty ‘l’l‘””;. fespect totthe assess

. - . mentof property for taxation or the collection of any taxes for the

th e(sszelgclii':‘)'\rl:AéfEéli_:r?cl%er sthequ(?ﬂl?hg icnr;'zgl e;;gg::\éﬁs (Ifo rbgnefitof any district shall have the same duties and liabilities
directorsshall be heldvithin the district on the secondi@sday with respect to the assessment of property and collection of taxes
in April in even numbered years prior to the expiration of the te r the benefit of such district as are imposed upon th_em by law
of any director The clerk of thalistrict shall designate the timeWth respect to the assessment of property and collection of taxes
andplace of each suaheeting. Except as otherwise provided if°" dStﬁteil %nd C%ynt%/tptirr]poses, excepltt_wh?n 'nCO%S'Ste?]t herewllth,t
this subsection and in $98.09 every selection c director sup  21'aShall be SUbject to the same penaties for any bréach or negiec
sequento the initial selectiorof directors shall be made in theOf duty or violation of law with respect thereto as in ottwses.

mannerprovided by this chapter for the initisélection of direc (3) APPORTIONMENTOF TAXES. Said share shall lietermined
tors. uponthe basis of the proportion which the assessed valuation of

(9) CLassIFicATION. Directors selected from odd numbered"y Municipality as equalized by the departmedievenue bears
subdistrictsshall for the first term serve for a period whithall o the total assessed valuation in all municipalities within said dis

endtwo years after the first Monday of May of the next evem  U'ICt as equalized by the department of revenue. .
beredyear Directors selected from even numbered subdistricts (4) MUNICIPAL TAX LEVY, CLERKS' DUTIES. Upon the receipt of
shallfor the first term serve for a period which shall end four yedkfde report from the board of directors as provided for in g2p.
afterthe first Monday of May of the next even numbered.yEar eachsuch clerk shall submit the same to the next regular or special
the purposes of this section directors atésshall be considered meetingof the governing boardf said city village or town and
to be from odd numbered subdistricts. suchboard shall, byesolution, levy and assess taxediceht to
(10) ELecTioN sTaTIsTICS. The clerk of the district shall sea Py the same, against all gfe taxable property included within
sonablyobtain, compile and file in his or heffig, for the infor e Power district in the clerk’ municipality Following such
mation of the public, a statemeshowing the total number of assessmerdand levy the clerk of each such municipality shall
votescast for the dice of governor in the last preceding generdp!acethe same upon the tax roll to be collected as other taxes are
electionin each subdistrict of the district. The clerkenfery collectedupon all of the taxable propemithin said municipality
municipality andthe elections board shall furnish such informg@dsuch moneys when collected shall be paidhisytreasurer of
tion so far as obtainable from thegcords, duly certified, to the €achsuch municipality to the treasurersafch municipal power
clerk of the district upon request therefor by the clerk of the didiStrict: N
trict. If the total number of votes cast in any subdistrict for the (5) UTiLITY PROPERTYTAXED. All utility property of every
office of governor in the last preceding election cannot, becaus&nicipalpower district, excep municipal water district created
of an intervening change of boundaries of election wards or tgrders. 198.22 shall be assessed and taxed in the manner pro
anyreason, be ascertained from arfjoidl record the clerk of the vided by law for the assessment and taxation of privately owned
district shall fairly estimate such number for the purposes of sugtblic utilities.
statemento be filed in his or her &i€e. History: 1993 a. 482
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 334.57; 1993 a. 184482
198.11 Compensation and expenses of directors.
198.09 Vacancies, declared, filled. The death of a director (1) Eachdirector of the district shall receive compensation from
the director's resignation, the directsrdisability to continue for thedistrict for thedirector's services as such director at the rate of
any cause to act as director or the direstehange of residence tendollars for each day the director shall attend meetings of the
from the subdistrict in which the director was selected shall vacéeardor of any committee of the board of whitte director shall
that directors ofice. The board shall by resolution declare the a memberwhenthe meeting of such committee is authorized
office vacant and a certified copy of such resolusiball be filed by vote or resolution of the boaroiit such compensation shall not
forthwith by the clerkof the district with the clerk of each munici exceedthe sum of one thousamtbllars in any one yearEach
pality includedwithin the district. A successor for the unexpiredlirectorshall also be entitled to be reimbursed for the actual and
term shall within twenty days after sufiling, be selected by the necessaryraveling and hotel expenses incurred by the director
officer or officers who selected the director whasfice has been wheneveiit shall be necessafgr the director to travel outside of
declaredvacant. the municipality in which the director resides to attend meetings
History: 1993 a. 482 of the board or a committee of the board of wtiled director is
amember or to render any other service or digghany other
198.10 Taxation. (1) TAXABLE PROPERTY,TAXES. All real dutyto the district which may be required of the director by law
propertysituated irand all personal property the situs of which foor by vote or resolution of the board.
purposes of general propetgyxationis in the district shall be sub 2y The compensation of directors and amounts due them as
jectto taxation in and by the district for a direct annual tak-suf rejmpursementor expenses shall be paid at the end of each month
cientto pay the interest on any indebtedness of said district, f¢hnitemized statementiuly verified. Such statements shall be
alsoto pay and dischge the principal thereof within twenty yearsy sych form as the clerk die district shall prescribe and shall be
from the time of contracting the same. auditedand, if found true and correct, approved by the clerk of the
(2) ANNUAL TAX LEVY, COLLECTION. On or before the first day district. When so audited and approved the amounts so approved
of October in each year aftany indebtedness shall have beeshallbe paid to the directors entitled therbjothe treasurer of the
incurredby any municipal power district, the board of directorgistrict out of the general fund of the district.
shall certify in writing to the clerks of the several municipalities History: 1993 a. 482
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198.12 Corporate powers of district. (1) Same AsMuNic-  exercisedoy such district.Every public grant, either by the state
IPALITIES. Any district oganized under the provisions of this chapdirectly or through any municipality heretofore or hereafter
ter, shall have the right of perpetual succession, may sue andgbtentedto or held, owned or exercised by the owndryothe les
sued,may takeby eminent domain, grant, purchase, gift, devissgeeor receiver of the owner of any such utilityasry permit, priv

or lease or otherwise acquire dmald real and personal propertylege,right, or franchise to operate the same is hereby made subject
of every kind within or without the districiecessary to the full or to the express conditions that such district may purchase, acquire
convenienkexercise of its powers, and may make contracts andalwdtakesuch utility in whole or in part, in the manner provided
suchother acts as shall be necessary and proper in the exercida dis chapter and the continued operation of any such utility
the powers and privileges granted and in the performantieeof from and after the ganization of such district by the owner or by
dutieschaged upon it and exercise such other dedidnt powers thelessee or receiver of the owrshiall be held to be an acceptance
asshall be conferred by law of and consent by the owner to said condition.

(2) SERVICE OF PROCESSON, PERSONALINJURY CLAIMS, VENUE. (2) Fromand after the ganization of any district, npermit,
Thedistrict shall sue or be sued in its corporate name and senpewilege, right or franchise shall be granted to construct or operate
of process upon the district shall be by service upon the chairgany utility therein or to construct or operate therein any extension
sonof the board and the clerk of the district, but no action shall bEor addition to any utility fowhich any permit, privilege, right
broughtor maintained against a district upon a claim or causeaffranchise may be required, except by the bo&slich district,
action unless the claimant complies witl883.80 Compliance exceptas to local ordinances governing the aspublic streets,
with s.893.80is notrequired under this subsection in actions-conalleys,ways, and places. Every permit, privilege, right or-fran
mencedunder s19.370r19.97. All actions by or against the dis chisegranted by any power district shall be subject to the eondi
trict, except condemnation proceediraggl actions to which the tion prescribed in sul{1) with respect to purchase, acquisition
stateor any oficer or commission thereof is a partghall be andtaking by the proper district and shall be an indeterminate per
broughtin thecircuit court for the county in which its principal mit subject to the terms and conditions of this chapter and of s.

administrativeoffice is located. 196.50

(3) SuBJECTTO CHAPTER102. From the time when argistrict (3) Underany of the following circumstances a power district
shall first operate any utilityit shall be held to be an employershallbe considered dissolved:
subjectto ch.102 (@) Where within two yearsf its creation a district has not

(4) MoDpE OF EXERCISING POWERS. The district shall act becomethe owner or operatoor commenced construction, of a
throughand by ordinance, resolution or vote of its board of direpublic utility. Any time consumed in any proceeding or contest
tors, or by its other duly constituted fafers or agents acting beforeany commission or court shall not be included as part of
within the scope of such authority as may be conferred upon theaidtwo year period.

by law, or by lawful ordinance, resolution or vote of the board of () Where a district has disposed of alliitdity property and
directors. for one year thereafter shall not have owned or operated a public
(5) CHAPTER 196 APPLIES. Any utility operated by a district utility.
shall be held to be a “public utility” within the meaning of that (4) Any district dissolved in accordance with s¢B) shall
termas used in and subject to $86.01t0 196.53and196.59t0  neverthelessontinue to be a body corporate for the time and pur
196.76 posesset forth in s181.65 and for such additional period as may
(6) UTILITIES, ACQUIRE, CONSTRUCT, OPERATE; WATER POWER; be necessary for the district to retire all its outstanding bonds.
SALE OF SERVICE;USEOF STREETS. The district shall have power and  (5) |n the event of dissolution a distritall first retire all out
authorityto own, acquire and, subject to the restrictiapplying  standingobligations of the district insofar as the proceeds derived
to a municipality under s196.50 (4) to construct any utility or from such disposal will permit, and all assets or proceeds remain
portionthereof to operate, in whole or in part, in the district, angg, if any, shall be distributed to municipalities within the bound
to own, acquire and, subject$s.196.01t0196.53and196.59t0  ariesof the district in proportion to the taxes levied and collected
196.76where applicable, to construct any additiorr extension py them for the district during the existence of the district, up to
of any such utilityandto own, acquire and construct any watean amount stffcient to repay all such taxeand any remaining
power and hydroelectric powgfant,within or without the dis  proceedsshall be distributed to such municipalitiesirportion
trict, to be operated in connection with any sudlity, and to  tg the shares dahe gross operating revenues of the district for its
operatemaintain and conduct such utility and water power angstfull five years of operation derived from payments for services

hydroelectricopower plant and system both within and without thgrnishedwithin the boundaries of each such municipality
district, and to furnishdeliver and sell to the public and to any History: 1989 a. 303

municipality and to the state and any state institution heat, light

and power service and any other service, commodity or facilityd8.14 Powers of district board. The board of directors of
which may be produced or furnished thereaipd to chage and  any district shall have power and authority:

collectrates, tolls and chges for the same. For said purposes the 1) SeAL. To adopt a corporate seal for the district and pre
dIS(;I’ICt is granted ag?d shh_alrl1 have and exercise thle right freelytl;)I Y8@bethe style thereof.

andoccupy anypublic highway street, way or place reasonably : :
necessaryo be used or occupied for the maintenance and Op%{ﬁigg a'\lf%?fﬁ g E)éEnZCr';E' l—(\),v(e;r(grgéstﬁ g %i\g?;[iedtordlnance orreso
tion of such utility or any parthereof, subject, howeveo such 9 P . N .

local police regulations as may be imposed by any ordinance(3) GRANTPERMITS. To grant by ordinance indeterminate per

adoptedby the governing body of the municipality in whisch ~ Mits, subjectto the conditions prescribed in $96.50and198.12
highway, street, way or place is located. for the construction or operatiaf utilities and extensions and

History: 1975 c. 14%.54; 1979 c. 89323 1981 c. 3901993 a. 1841995 a. 158 additionstheretoin the district but SUbjeCt to local OrdinanceS'gov
erningthe use thereby of public streets, alleys, ways and places

198.13 Acquisition of private utilities; dissolution of therein,but such ordinance shaile published as a class 1 notice,
power district. (1) Upon thecompletion of the creation and under_ch.985, not more than 20 nor less than 10 days before its
incorporationof any districtevery right existing by virtue of any adoption.
law or by virtue of any franchise or indeterminate permit, granted (4) PURCHASESSALES,CONVEYANCES. To lease, purchase, sell,
by the state directly or through any municipality purchase or conveyand mortgage the property of the disteot to authorize
acquire,on behalf of the publior of any municipality in such dis andorder all instruments, contracts, deeds or mortgages to be exe
trict, in whole or in part any public utilitgperating in whole or in cutedon behalf of the district by the chairperson of the board and
partin such district, shall henceforth inure to and vest in and bee clerk of the district, except that the sale or lease of any public
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utility equipment in excess of 10 per cent of the book value of thieinterest and principal as they fall due. Any sums collected by
utility property of the district shall be made as nearly as may fagationto be used for the paymentinferest on and principal of
in accordance with 66.07, except that the commission shall haveuchbonds, and not required in any year for that purpose, shall be
no power to determine whether the interests of the district and tiedd by the districto be used for that purpose in any succeeding
residentghereof will be best served by the satdease nor to fix year;and the tax provided for in this section shall be collected in
the price and terms thereof other tharfumish the clerk of said such succeeding year only in an amounficieft, together with
district with its written recommendations thereon within 90 dayany balance remaining over from the proceedtagétion in pre

(5) EmpLOYEs. To authorize to be appointed and employediousyears, to pay the instalments of interest on and principal of
andfix the compensation of such employesmay be required for suchbonds due in that yeaExcept as otherwigarovided by this
carryingon the business of the district. chaptersuch bonds shall be issued as nearly as may be in the man

(6) DeposiTorIES. To designate and appoint a suitable an@er Provided by ch67 for county bonds.
responsibledepository or depositories for the deposit and-safe (10) REVENUEBONDS. As an alternative method of financing,
keepingof the funds of the district and to contract with suctp provide by ordinance or resolution for the issuance, dipen
depositoryor depositoriesvith respect thereto and the rate opurchaseacquisition or construction by the district of any utjlity
interestto be paid the district on such deposits. or parts thereofor additions, extensions or betterments thereto, of

(7) TEMPORARY LOANS. To borrow money for termsot revenuebonds secured by mortgage or deed of trust upon the
exceedingninety days, subject to the limitation of total indebtecBCquired property in the formand character prescribed by s.
nessof the district contained in 498.14 (9) Such temporary 66.066 to provide for payment of any part of the cost of such-prop
loansshall constitute a first lien on the revenue of the district aftéfty and to authorize the execution of such mortgage or deed of

the payment of interest on, and retirement of, bonds, and after théstby the chairperson of the board and the clerk of the district
paymentof taxes. on behalf of the district.

(8) EMINENT DOMAIN. To exercise the power cgminent (11) ACQUISITION OF UTILITIES, FINANCING SAME. To acquire
domainandto condemn lands or any interest in lands includinigr the district any property which it has authotityacquire, sub
water powers, whether locatedithin or without the district, jectto any funded or mortgage indebtedness outstanding against
whenevetthe same are necessary loe construction, operation, and secured by any bond, note, mortgage or deed of trust upon
improvemenior extension of any utility owned, or to be owned bguchproperty without assuming any obligations with respect to
the district and, in that behalf, to authorize condemnation prece&tichindebtedness, or to acquire such property and assume, or
ingsto be instituted and prosecuted by the general counsel of @sumend promise to pay any suiciiebtedness, or to enter into
districtin the name of the district and at its castl expense and any contract with any parties concernéaf, the creation and sub
otherwisein the manner prescribed by law stitution of such new obligations of the districtiag authorized

(9) BonpIsSUESDEBT LiMIT. To provide by ordinance for the to create, for any such indebtedness, and to pay and provide for the
issuanceand sale of bonds of the district to finance the purchafi@ymentby the district of any sums due on account of sungh
acquisitionor construction of any utilitgr parts thereof or addi indebtednessand to provide by ordinance or resolution émd
tions, extensions obetterments thereto, when and as the saragthorize the execution of any contract or other instrument
may be authorized, and to authorize and reqiieeexecution of requiredto enter into or carry out any such transactions on behalf
suchbonds by the chairpersofithe board and the clerk of the-dis Of the district, subject to the limitation of total indebtedness of the
trict under thecorporate seal of the district, to approve the foristrict contained in s198.14 (9)
of such bonds and prescribe the duties of the clerk and treasurefl2) CONTRACT TO FURNISHSERVICE. To enter into and autho
of the district with respect to the sale thereof and the applicatiore to be executed on behalf of the district with the governing
of the proceeds to the purposes for which the same were issiedly of any municipality contracts, leases and conveyances for
provided,that the total amount of all indebtedne$she district the furnishing, deliveryproduction, leasing, sale or operation of
shallnot exceed five per centum on the assessed value of the tay public utility property facility or service either by such
ableproperty inthe district, to be ascertained by the last precedingunicipality to or for the district or by the district to or for such
assessmerior the state and county taxesd provided, that by the municipality, and to enter into and authorize to be executed any
ordinanceauthorizing such indebtedness there shall be leviedilee contract, lease or conveyance with the owner or owners of any
direct, annual, district tax sfi€ient to pay the interest on suchprivately owned utility or public corporation.
debt as it falls due and also to pay the principal thereof within 13y Act on cLaMS, REPORTS,BUDGET. To examine and act
twenty years from the time of contracting the same. All bondgon all claims against the district, to require, examine and

s_hallmature in annual instalments, and the first instalment of prlalpproveor disapprove monthly reports of operation and recom
cipal shall fall due and be payable faierthan two years after the jhengationshy the general manageto require, examine and
dateof issue; and the sum tfe principal and interest due in any, 5 roveor disapprove periodical reports by the clerk, to adopt a
yearafter the first year shall not excettid sum of the principal b qqetof district general andperating expense and expenses for

andinterest due in any previous year by more than a denominaligiresichages and for capital account and make appropriations.
of a single bond issued. All such bonds shall contain a provision -
(14) Apvice From commissioN. To apply for and obtain the

requiringredemption thereof, in whole or in part, at the option of | advi L it fth L
thedistrict on any interest payment date after three years from ff!nS€ ﬁiw_ce orforp])mtc))n |r(1jwr| cling Ob e c_olm dm|ss;10n Uty
dateof the bonds. The authorization by the board of any suBfPPosedaction of the board and to be entitled to the same upon

bondsshall be approved by a majority vote of the electors of thgasonableequest therefor accompanied by derfo reimburse
district voting at a referendum election noticed, held, conductelfi® cOmmission the amount of its necessary expense in obtaining,
canvasseand the returns thereof made as nearly as may be in RhgParingandfumishing the same, to approve and order paid by
manner provided for a referendum vote on the issuance of coufiy district the amount of the commissiorhages therefor
bondsunder ch67. The income of a district from any source other (15) OmNiBUS PROVISION. To do or authorize to be done all
thantaxation may be applied for the payment of part or all of tieingsnecessary to kdone or authorized for the proper execution
instalments of interest on and principal of such bondsrdaey of any power conferred upon the distréoid not vested in any
year,and any surplus remaining over mayredistributed at any otherofficer thereof and of any power conferred upon the board
time to municipalities within the boundaries of sutistrict in pre ~ by the provisions of this chapter

portion to, and in a total amount not more than, the taxes levied ang16) CHANGE BOUNDARIES. To change from time to time by a
collectedby them for the district durinthe existence of the dis two-thirdsvote the boundaries of the subdistricts to meet with the
trict, or such surplus may be held by the district for the paymeatuirement®f s.198.07 (2)

of its expenses, including the payment of subsequent instalmenksstory: 1981 c. 39%:.252 1983 a. 2071993 a. 184
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198.145 District legislature, ordinances, officers. (2) PoweRrs. The general manager shall have full gesand
(1) Theboard of directors shall constitute the legislative body @bntrol of the construction of the works of said district and of their
suchdistrict and determine all questions of palicy maintenancend operation, also of the administration of the-busi

(2) Theenacting clause of all ordinances shall be as followRessaffairs of said district. The powers of the general manager
“The boardof directors of ... municipal power district do ordairghall be:
asfollows:”. All ordinances shall be signed by ttleairperson, (a) To see that all ordinances of the district are enforced,
or vice chairperson, and be attested by the clerk. (b) To appoint or hire, except as otherwise provided herein, all
(3) The board shall appoinf general manager and mayheadsof departments, subordinatdioials and employes neces
appointand fix the duties of an attornegy clerk, a treasurer andsary for the administration of the fairs of said district, and to
suchother oficers as they deem necessavitich appointeeshall removethe same;
hold office during thepleasure of the board, and which appointees (c) To attend all meetingsf the board of directors and submit
shall give such bonds and in such amounts as the boasd ageneral report of the fairs of the district, and to participate in
require. the discussion of all matters coming before the board;
History: 1993 a. 184 (d) To keep the directors advised as to the financial condition

and future needs of the district, and to prepare and submit an
198.15 Board procedure. (1) CHAIRPERSON,DUTIES. The annualbudget; prep

boardshall elect onef their number chairperson for a term of one (e) To prepare or cause to be prepared, all plans and specifica

year,and a vice chairperson for a like term to act dutimg .. : 1 iatringe
absencer disability of the chairperson. The principal duties Otfonsfor the construction of the works of said district;

the chairperson of the board of directors of the district, other than () To devote his or her entire time to the business of the dis
the chairpersors duties as a directoshall be to preside at all rIct - _

meetingsof the board, to sign allesolutions and ordinances (g) To perform such other and additional duties as the board
adoptedby the board antb sign, execute or acknowledge, as thef directors may require.

casemay require, all contracts, deeds, leases or other instrument$§3) FINANCIAL REPORT, PUBLICATION. The general manager
authorizedby the board to be executed by or on behalf of the dshallwithin 60 days from the end of each fiscal year cause to be
trict. publishedas a class 1 notice, under &85, a financial report

(2) ByLaws, MEETINGS. The board shall adopt bylaws to gov showingthe result of operations for the preceding fiscal year
ern its proceedings, and shall fix the time and place of ho]u;'ngthe_flnanmal status of the district on the last day thereof.
meetingswhich shall be held once each mon#hspecial meeting ~ History: 1993 a. 482
may be held after 3 days’ written notice to each member by t 8 e .

. .165 District clerk, treasurer, attorney, duties.
clerkat the call of the chairperson or any 2 members of the bogiy The principalduties of the clerk of the district shall be to act

(3) Quorum. A majority of thedirectors—elect shall constitute a5 clerk of the board of directors and to record and sign all minutes
aquorum for the transaction blisiness, and the votes of a majorot meetings of the board, including all resolutions and ordinances
ity of the directorpresent at any meeting, if a quorum be Prese%[dopted by the board, to safely and systematically keep all
shall be suficient to adopt any motion, resolution or ordinanc&ecordsfiles and papers of the board, to safely keep the corporate
exceptthat for the exercise of any power enumerated198.14  ge5) of the district and tofad the same on behalf of the board and
(9), (10), (11) and(12) the afirmative vote of two-thirds of the {5 5| certificates by the clerk made as clerkhefdistrict, to sign,
directors—elecshall be required. The votes of directorsany  eyecuteor acknowledge with the chairpersoithe board all con
actionauthorized in s198.14 (3)(4), (6), (8), (9), (10), (11), (12)  {racts,deeds, leases or other instruments authobigetie board
and(13) shall be taken by ayes and naesl recorded in the min {4 he executed by or on behalf of the district and, if authoriped,
utes and shall likewise be taka_ndrecorded_ on any other matterqgjiver the same, and to perform such other duties as may be
wheneverequested by one-third of the directors present.  jmposedupon theclerk by law or by vote, resolution or ordinance

(4) OrrFiciaL PAPER. The board shall designate arfi@él adoptedby the board.

newspaper and under ¢85 shall publish therein all public  (2) Theprincipal duties of the treasurer of the district shall be
noticesof the districtand all resolutions or ordinances adopted by, demand, receive, keep and account for all moneys and credits
the board. of the district and to pay to the persons entitled thereto the amounts

(5) FINANCIAL INTEREST vVOIDS CONTRACTS. NoO contract or calledfor in the orders or warrants drawn upon the treasurer by the
transactiorshall be made, entered irdoauthorized by the board clerk of the district and to take and keep receipts, vouchers or other
with any directorother oficer or employe of the district or with suitableevidences of payment thereftw keep accurate account
anyfirm, corporation or association in which any directiher of all moneys received and disbursedhy treasurer and to render
officer or employe of the district is financially interested, as suchaccountsstatements and inventories of moneys and credits
memberor stockholder or otherwise adversely to the district, améceivedand disbursed and on haadd generally of all matters
any such contract otransaction if made, entered into or authopertainingto the treasurés office as the board of directors may
rized shall be void and any director votingfawor thereof with requireand to perform such other duties as may be imposed upon
knowledgeof such interest shall be personally liable to the distritiie treasurer by law or by vote, resolution or ordinance adopted
for any loss sustained by the district by reason thereof. by the board.

History: 1993 a. 184 (3) The principal duties of the general counsel of the district
shall be to appear for the district and prosecute or defend all

198.16 General manager. (1) ELECTION, ELIGIBILITY. The  actionsor proceeding which the district is interested or a party
generaimanager shall be the chief executiviicef of thedistrict. prepare and drafesolutions, ordinances, contracts and other
The generalmanager shall be chosen by the board of directqfgtrumentavhen and as required by the board and to render to the
solelyon the basis of the general managiexecutive anddmin  poardand to any dicer of the district counsel, advice and opin
istrative qualifications and need nathen appointed, be a resi jonson all legal matters and to perform such other duties as may
dentof the state. All othethings being equal, the board of d”ecbe_imposed upon the general counsel by law or by vote, resolution

tors shall appoint as general manager a person with experiencgy igrdinance adopted by the board of directors.
the construction, operation or management of public utilities. NOpistory: 1991 a. 3161993 a. 184

memberof the board shall, during the time for which appointed,

be chosen as general managkr case of the absence or disabilityi98.167 Certified accountant; annual report. The diree

of the managethe board may designate some qualified persontturs of the district shall employ annually the commission or a-certi
performthe duties of the &éEe during such absence or disabilityfied public accountant approved by said commissibn shall be
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qualified to, and who shall with all due diligence, examine and (2a) ALTERNATIVE MODE OF ACQUIRING. Uponthe initiation of
reportuponthe system of accounts kept by the district, all the costepsfor the formation of alistrict, or later any municipality
tractsof whatsoever kind made and entered into by the boardvathin a district or a proposed district may/lieu of the other pro
directorswithin the yeaimmediately preceding, and the propercedureprovided by this sectiorgetermine, as provided by s.
tiesand investments of thdistrict. Said accountant shall in thel97.02 upon theacquisition of any utility operating within the
report make such recommendations and suggestions as to thenicipality under the terms of amdeterminate permit as
accountanshall seem proper and required for the good of the digefinedin s.196.01, on behalf of and for the benefit of the district,
trict, and the dicient and economical or advantageous managsubjectto the conditions and by the procedure set forth and
mentand operation of the public utiligr utilities of the district; describedn ch.197, and any 2 or more municipalities within such
andthe accountant shall in the report make sedommendations a district or proposedistrict may determine in the same manner
and suggestions as to the system of accounts kept, tiein uponthe joint acquisition in the same manner of such utilities
accountant'gudgment tobe kept, by the district, in connectionoperatingwithin such municipalities, on behalf of and for the
with each public utilitythe classification of the public utilities of benefitof such district. The municipalities adibtricts may enter
thedistrict and the establishment of a system of accounts for e&fio contracts for the transfer and conveyance of such utilities to
class,the manner in which such accoustell be kept, the form suchdistricts immediately upon the acquisition thereof by such
of accounts, records, and memoranda kept or to be kept, includingicipalities,and for the simultaneous payment of the purchase
accountsrecordsand memoranda of receipts and expenditures gffice therefor by such districts; arid join in such conveyances,
money, and depreciation and sinking fund accounts, as in thaddo all such acts as are necessary to execute such contracts;
accountant'sudgment may be proper and necessamy shall not subjectto the provisions of this chapter governing the powers of

conflict with the requirements of the commission. districtsto enter into transactions, aimtur indebtedness, gerer
History: 1991 a. 316 a||y_

(3) AcCTION TO DETERMINE NECESSITYOF TAKING. If the owner
of such utility shall not have consented in any manner proaged
and shall not have become legally bound to consent to the pur
seby the public or any municipality of such utility or any part
thereofso determined to be acquired by the district, the general
ounselof the district shall, before proceedings laagl under sub.
2), cause to be instituteahd prosecuted, in the name and behalf
"the district in the circuit court for the county in which the princi
al administrative dice of the district is located, an action against
the owner orowners of such public utility as defendant or defen
dants,praying the court for an adjudicatias to the necessity of
uchtaking by the districtin which action the complaint shall be
grvedwith the summons. The defendant or defendahtsl
answerin said action within ten days after such service and the
gction shall be at issue and stand redatytrial upon ten days’
gﬂticeby either party Unless the parties thereto waive a jting

198.17 Eminent domain procedure. (1) DECLARATION OF
INTENTION, NOTICE, OFFERTO SELL. Whenever the board of direc law
tors shall make and by resolution or ordinance, adopted by tﬁ%
affirmative votes of two—thirds of the directors—elect, decthee
determinatiorof the district to acquire any existing utility or por
tion thereof,including any water power and hydroelectric powe
plant owned and operated therewith, which utility mortion
thereofis operated in whole or in part in the district, the clerk sh
forthwith serve on the commission and on the owner of stility

or on the agent or representative of the owinguossession or
chargethereof, a true copyluly certified by the clerk under the
sealof the district, of such resolution or ordinance. If, within thir
daysafterthe service of such resolution or ordinance upon t
owner,or the agent or representative of the owsach owner
shallpropose voluntarily to sell and transfer such utility to the di
trict upon terms and conditions to be mutually agreed up . . A

betweensuchowner and the directors of the district and approv: |s?ﬁgfsr]r?§lItgéhaesr]s%ceeescillt)}/:sf E)Zes;?bklg]guogriﬁtcg d%ogejtrl%gy the

by the commission, and serve a cagysuch proposal upon the. ) Y€ ; ] .
district and upon the commission, the'commission shall fix a titf&y " the court, in casejury is waived, shall find that a necessity
andplace for a public hearing and consideration of sroposal existsfor the taking by the district of sugnoperty or for the tak

andnotify the owner and the district thereof. If terms and cond['d thereby of that part thereof to the public or municipal purchase

tionsof purchase and sale shall be agreed upon by and betwee@{tihich the owner shall not have consented, the directors shall
causespeedy notice of such finding to be certified todbmmis

r%'on and to the owner or owners&ich propertyand the commis

board shall by resolution authorize and direct the execution on §f27@nd the parties shall proceed to the ascertainment of the just
partof the district of such contraict writing and other instrument COMpensatiorto be paid by the district to the owners of such prop
andtake any and every other action with reference therates €'ty therefor and the consummation of the transfer of the same
saryor appropriate teonsummate such purchase and sale and d_lstnc_tand the payment of such compensation, in the manner
transferto the district of possessiaiisuch acquired property andProvidedin sub.(2).
paymenttherefor in accordance with the terms of such agreement.(4) MUNICIPAL UTILITY EXEMPTION. No utility owned by any

(2) DETERMINATION OF COMPENSATION. If the owner shall fail municipality within thedistrict shall be acquired [oy the _dls}rlct,
to serve on the district and upon the commission withiriithe ~€Xceptby mutual agreement pursuant to S, until the district
limited therefor in sub(1) a proposal voluntarily to sell and trans Shall have first obtained, from the commissiafter notice and
fer to the district the property determined, as therein proviged,heéaringaccorded to the municipality certificate that public
beacquired, qrif the owner and the board shall fail to agree updiecessityand convenience require tisatch utility be owned and
termsand conditions of purchases and sales and ofrémsfer operate(_jby the dlstrlct_. _If_ such certlfl_cate is granted the_ eon
thereofto the district, or if the commission shall fail to approve thgdmmationof the acquisition shall be in the manner provided in
sameif agreed upon, and if the owrsnall have consented in anySUb- 2).
mannerprovided by law to the purchasesafch utility by the pub (5) AcQuisITION OF PART OF UTILITY. If the board of directors
lic or any municipalitythe commission and the parties shallproof the district shall be of the opinion that the district should acquire
ceed to determine the just compensation to be paid by the distiay part less than the whole of the physical property of any utility
to the owner of such property therefor and to accomplish the tramich is or may be owned and operateian entiretythe board
fer of the possession and ownership thereof to the distrtbiein shall, before adopting any resolution or ordinance declaring the
mannerprovided by ss197.05to 197.09 and the commission determinatiorof the district to acquire such propempply to the
shall certify to the district antb the owner or owners the amountommissiorfor and obtain the commissisrcertificate of auther
of such compensatidn be so paid, and the directors shall providéy so to do. The applicatiasf the district for such certificate shall
for and authorize payment of the same to the parties entitldtewith reasonableertainty the part or parts of such utility pro
thereto. posedto be acquired and the part or parts thenebiproposed to
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be acquired and the facts with respect to such properties anddhmaturity and, in the event of any default in the paymeintef
consideration®n which the board of directors rely to shthat estor principal when due, to compel the leayd collection of
suchpart or parts, rather than the whole of such utility should exesby thedistrict on all property subject to taxation therein to
acquiredby the district. A copy of such application shall be servgohy the same.

uponthe owner or ownersf the utility afected and upon any  (2) TaxasiLiTy. The bonds, plant mortgage certificates, notes
municipality, whether within or without the district, in which suchor other evidence of indebtedness which majsbeed, made or
utility operates or furnishes any service. The commissionfshallnegotiatechy the district and the income thereof shall be subject
atime and place for hearing on such application and shall give tgRaxation upon the same basis as the obligations of private utili
days’ notice thereof to all parties interested and shall conducties.

public hearing and investigation concerning the mattieesein (3) LimitaTioN oFAcTION. Bonds of the district shall be incon
allegedand shall make and file writtéimdings and conclusions testable except upon constitutional grounds, after the time pro
with respect thereto. Before approvisgch application and \;igeq by s.893.77 (3) and the substance of this provision and s.
grantingthe certificate of authority herein applied,fdre com gg3 77 (3)shall be stated upon the face of each bond.

missionshall ascertal'n_e_md find: L (4) INVESTMENTSBY DISTRICTS. Reserve funds carried by the

(a) That the acquisition by the district tife part or parts of gjstrict may be invested in any bonds or plant mortgage certifi
suchutility, as in such applicatioproposed, will be of greater catesissued by the district, provided that before purchasing any
financial, economic and industrial advantage to the district thgj ijts ownissues the district shall advertise fdieos and purchase
theacquisition of thevhole of such utility as an entirety as operyst those issues which, interest accrued and maturtasid
ated. ered,are ofered at the best net price to the district. Reserve funds

(b) That the acquisition by the district of the part or parts of the district may also be invested in the bonds or plant mortgage
suchutility, as in such application proposed, will not resuliny  certificatesof any othedistrict and in any of the kinds of seeuri
substantialnjury to public interests or impairment of public-serties or forms of investments enumerated i2@1.25 1969 stats.
vice that would not result if such utility was acquilesian entirety  (5) TrusTFUND INVESTMENTS. Bonds and plant mortgage cer
andcontinued to be operated as such. tificatesissuecby any district shall be lawful investments for any

(c) That the acquisition by the district thfe part or parts of trustfunds held bythe state or any state institution, for any reserve
such utility as in such application proposed, will not render thar debt servicdunds of any municipalityfor the assets of any
partor parts thereof not acquired incapable of continuing to rendemnk, trust companyor of any trust estate and shall be accepted
any substantial public service beingndered thereby adequatelyasdeposits for any purpose for which deposit of securities may be
andat reasonable rates, tolls or aes for such service. requiredor authorized by law

(6) TECHNICALITIES. No error or omission a technical nature  History: 1971 ¢. 2692 (3) 1979 c. 279323 1981 c. 396:.252 1983 a. 207
not affecting a substantial right shall be held to invalidate S
Impalrany proceedlng Under thIS section deatfthe |egal I’esult 198.19 Annexation of territory. (l) Any territory consti
thereof. tuting one or more municipalities contiguous tdistrict may be

(7) Commission's EXPENSES. The necessargxpenses of the annexedo and become a part of such distiicall intents and per
commissionincurred by it in performing, at the instance of the digposesand with like efiect as though originally included therein
trict, any duty imposed by this section shall be itemized amgbonsuch terms and conditions as the board of direofdhe dis
chargedby thecommission to the district and shall be audited anelct shall fix by ordinancadopted by the fifmative vote of two—
paid as other chaes against the district are audited and paid. thirds of the directors—elect, provided that before such ordinance

(8) MUNICIPAL LOANSTODISTRICTS. Any municipality situated becomeseffective the same shall be accepted and ratified by the
within theboundaries of such a district may provide for a loan &ffirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors entitled to
suchdistrict to pay the preliminargrganization and administra Vvote and voting in a special election called and held for that pur
tion expenses thereof, on such terms as the governing hfdiepose in each municipality proposed in such ordinance to be
such municipality and such district may agree upon; providednnexedto the district. Such ordinance shall be published and
that any such municipality shall have the right, at its option, guchelection shall be noticed, held and conducted, as nearly as
receivebonds or other obligations of any such district of any issugay be, in the manner provided by this chapter for the noticing,
providing for the payment of an amount of principal equal to th&olding and conduct of elections upon thegamization of a
of the loan hereby authorized, in placetué obligations created municipalpower district, except that the returns of such election
by suchloan; and provided further that the terms of such a lo@ndthe ballots therein shall be delivered to the clerk oiibtzict.
shallin every case provide that such a municipality shall receiVée results of said election shall be canvassed publicly by the
interestfrom the date of thiwan at not less than the rate of interegtirectorsof the district.
providedfor in the first bonds or other securities issued by such (2) Upon the annexation of any territory to any district, each
district, to become due at the date of issue of such securities, amahicipality so annexed shall be attached to and become a part of
somespecified date theretofore, or at some specified date tio¢ subdistrict to which it may be contiguous or proximate, as shall
more than one year thereaftesubject to the limitation ofotal bedetermined and declared bydinance or resolution adopted by

indebtednessf the district contained in $98.14 (9) theboard of directors of the district, and shall so remain until such
History: 1979 c. 89177, 1991 a. 316 time as the board shall form and establish new boundarissitfor
districts.

198.18 District bonds. (1) ISSUEGENERALLIABILITY. Bonds

of the district may be issued to raise funds with whighuaehase 198.20 Consolidation of districts. Anytwo power districts

any permanent property for the district, to refund any valid; sumay be consolidated by ordinance, passed by a two-thirdsf/ote
sistingbonded debt of the district afior the purpose of paying all the members of the board of each power district, fixing the
anddischaging any plant mortgage certificates or purchasing amermsof the consolidation and ratified by the electors at a referen
retiring any bonds, notes or other evidencesimafebtedness dumheld in eachdistrict. The ballots shall bear the words, “For
securecby any mortgage or deed of trust upon property acquir€bnsolidation,”and “Against Consolidation,” and if a majority of

by the district,subject to the limitation of total indebtedness of thihe votes cast thereon in each district shall be for consolidation,
district contained in s198.14 (9) Except as otherwise providedthe ordinance shall be infe€t and have the force of a contract.
by this chapter all bonds of the district shall be and constituteSachelection and all matters pertaining thereto not otherwise pro
generalliability of the district and the holders thereof shall haveided for in this section, shall be held and conducted and the result
the benefit of all legal remedies to compel the payment of thieereofascertained, determined and declared in accordance with
interestthereon as the same shall fall due tnedprincipal thereof s.198.06 (3)and(4). The ordinance and the result of the referen
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dumshall be certified to the secretary of state. From andsaftér directors,a majority of the directors shall be for 2 years andfer

certificationsaid consolidation shall be deemed compl€&en remainingdirector or directors, for 4 years, determined by lot.

solidationshall not dect the preexisting rights or liabilities ay Eachdirector shall hold dice until the directds successor is

powerdistricts and actions thereomay be commenced or cem appointedor electedand qualifies. Each director shall, before

pletedas though no consolidation had bedeaéd. enteringupon the dischge of the directds duties, take and sub
History: 1973 c. 334.57; 1975 ¢. 93%.113 scribeto the constitutional oathf office which shall be filed with

o o o o theclerk of the district.
198.21 District obligations inviolate. Any provisionof (d) The death of a directaa directo’s resignation or removal

this chapter may be altered, amendedeprealed at any time by g0 ihe district, a directos becoming an €iter or employe of
thelegislature, but no amendment or alteration thereof shall evey

. o ; y such municipalityor a directois disabilityshall vacate the
be enacted which shall release any distrigamizedthereunder oo of the directar The board shall by resolution declare the
from any liability which it shall incur for the acquisition of prop

office vacant and a certified copy of such resolusball be filed

erty or Ior o;)iﬁi_ning ftl-mds rf‘or”tlt;e gurposgs Ogtﬂelgiftrich T%rthwith by the clerlof the district with the clerk of each munici
guaranteest this section shall be deemed and held 1o Inhere lity included within the district. Auccessor for an expired or

andbecome part ofvery contract authorized by this chapter an h unexpired term shall be elected or appointed by theeofor

enterednto by any district thereunder officerswho elected or appointed the director whose term has ter
minatedor whose dfce has been declared vacant, except in the

12|8\}\/2§[er'\(/jlius?rlig;£?1lqgvaéirgs;:é%tzs(120\%2?%,:'inl\qﬁirgcsl-ecticaseOf the termination or vacancy of the term of a director
P y P 2 ointedby the governor of Wconsin. In such case the remain

%n;jvég‘z?cfsrgitheg s(r)lv?lgrbsehceorgisr:derraer(]:itggjun|C|pal corporations directors shall eledhe successpand, if unable to do so, the
y P 9 ) governorshall appoint such successor as providesim(4) (b).

2) DeriNiTions.  The provisions of ss198.01to 198.0 ’
19é(3 ())6(2) to(7), 198.10 (55)198 12 (1o (5), 198.13(3) to (5)4 (4a) SPECIALVOTING POWEROFDIRECTORS. (@) The first board
198'14 ). @) ’(5) tb (8) and ('10) to (15) ’198.145 108 15’ of directors appointed for a district under this section shall have
198.165 198.17 (B)o (8), 198.18 (2)to (5), 198.21and893.77 NEPOWer to castvotes in the following manner:
(3) as now in dect or as subsequently amended shall apply to 1. Each director representing a municipality which, at the
municipal water districts, except that in this section and in tHéne of the creatiorof the district has a metered record of water

abovementioned statutorprovisions, adopted herein by refer consumption for the year previous to the creation of the district,
ence: shall have one vote as such director and one additional vote for
(a) “Municipal power district,” “power district” anttistrict” eachmillion gallons of water or more than half thereof consumed
meana municipal water district ganized pursuant to this section PY the municipality appointing said directtrased on thgearly
(b) “Public utility” or “utility” means the plant, equipment av&la_ra?edarl]ly consudmptlonlof (\j/vater by such appointing munici
. . : ’ < =" pality for the preceding calendar year
material,supplies and any other or féifent property including pairy b 9 y

contractrights, used and useful primarily for the production, tﬁ' All other (zljlrefctorst re%resentlng rt‘?un'cf'pal'i'estht'ﬁh do
transmissionpurification, delivery or furnishing of water to or forN0t Nave a record of metered consumption of water for the year

h lic for an r r municipalicounty or other Previousto the creation of the district shall have but one vote until
tgo?/Fe)?r?nlwcenczal?ni)t/ gfutr?igss%at% to a municipaliepunty or othe they have established a yearly average of daily consumption.

(3) ELecTioNNOTICE. The county clerk shall giveotice of the (b) When .SUCh yearly. average daﬂy consumption is of record
electioncalled pursuant to €98.04 (3)for the purpose of deter '0f ON€ year in any municipalityhe director thereof shall have
mining whether the proposed district shall be createdich ©n€additional vote for each million gallons of water or more than
noticeshall state the name of the proposed disarict describe its Nalf thereof consumed by the municipality appointing the director
boundariesby metes and bounds, by citiedllages, towns or  (€) A quorum for a meeting of the directors shall consist of a
otherwise. The notice shall be published once a week for at leBgjority of the votes eligible to be cast at said meeting as herein
3 successive weeks before the day of said election in some negforeprovided.
paperor newspapers having general circulation within the pro (5) ExPENSESOFDIRECTORS. A director shall be entitled to no
poseddistrict. compensatiorior services but shall be entitléal be reimbursed

(4) DIRecToRs. (@) The government of each district shall béor actual and necessary traveling and hotel expenses incurred
vestedin a board of directors. If the district consists of an odttheneveiit shall be necessafgr the director to travel outside of
numberof municipalities, the board of directors shall consist ¢he district, and such reimbursement shall be paid at the end of
onedirector from each municipalityputif the district consists of eachmonth upon an itemizestatement therefor filed with the
aneven number of municipalities, theard of directors shall cen clerk and approved by the board.
sistof one more than the number of municipalities in the district. (6) AcQUISITION; CONSTRUCTION;OPERATION;SALE OF SERVICE;

(b) The chief executive afach municipality within the district USE oF STREETS. The district shall have powand authority to
shall appoint a directoof the district who is not an fifer or own, acquire, and, subject to the restrictions applying to a munici
employeof such municipality and shall issue a certificate of sugrality under s196.50 (4) to construct any water utility or portion
appointmento be filed with theelerk of the district. Such appein thereof,to operatein whole or in part, in the district and to eon
teesshall meet at the time and place designated by the cousitjuctany addition or extension to any such utiligor such pur
clerk, and in case there is an even number of directors, they spalsethe district is granted and shall have and exercise the right
immediately elect, bya majority vote by ballot, an additionalfreely to use and occupy any public highwalreet, way or place
director who is a resident of the district but not arficdr or reasonably necessary to be used or occupied for the construction,
employeof any such municipalifyand issue a certificate of suchoperationor maintenance of such utility or any part thereof; sub
electionto be filed with the clerk of the district. In case such-elefect, however to the obligation othe district to replace said
tion is not made within 10 days after the first meeting of thgroundsin the same condition as they previously were in.
appointeessuch fact shall be at once certifiegl such appointees  (7) Bounparies. Immediately upon the ganization of the
to the governor of léconsin who shall forthwith appoint a resi boardof directors the clerk shall cause to be recorded in e of
dentof the district who is not an faéer or employe of any such of the register of deeds of each county in which any part of said
municipality as such directaaind shall issue a certificate of suchiistrict is located, and shall file with the secretafystate, the
appointmento be filed with the clerk of the district. departmenif natural resources, the governor and the obérk

(c) The regular term of directors after the first tesimall be for eachtown, city or village, wholly or partly within the district, a
4 years. The first term of half oin case of an even number ofcertified copy of the boundaries of the district as set forth in the
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notice of election pursuant to sufB) or as thereafter amended.the endof each fiscal year cause to be published a financial report
Thereafterjn any proceeding wherein the boundaries ofdise in the manneprovided by the board showing the results of the
trict are concerned, it shall be ficient in describing said bound operationfor the preceding fiscal year and the financial status of
ariesto refer to such record of such description. thedistrict on the last day thereof pursuant to an audit made by a

(8) PURCHASES;SALE; CONVEYANCES. In addition to all other Certified public accountant employed by the board.
powersthe board of directors shall have the power and authority (10) CLERK, TREASURER. The ofice of district clerk andiis-
to purchase, lease, sell, convey and mortgage property of the Hist treasurer may be held by the same person.
trict and to authorize and order all instruments, contracts, deeds ot11) EXAMINATION AND REPORTOF STATE DEPARTMENT. The

mortgageso be executed on behalf of the district by the chairpedfirectorsshall annually employ a certified public accountant to
sonof the board and the clerk of the district. makean annual examination and report of the accounts and trans

actionsof the district and of all contracts entered ibyothe dis
}rict and make the recommendations and suggestions that seem
pé?perand required fothe eficient, economical and advanta

(9) GENERAL MANAGER; POWERS. The general manager shall
bethe chief executive ti€er of the district. The general manage
shall be chosen by the board of directors solely on the basis ; A
executive and administrative qualifications and need not, Wh%ﬁousmanagement and opergt_lon of the district .
appointed,be a resident of thetate. No member of the board . (12) USEOFINCOME. In addition to other methods hergiro-
shall, during the time for which thahember is appointed or for Vid€d, the income of the district may be used as providest in
2 years thereaftebe chosen asgeneral managein case of the 66.069(1) ()
absenceor disability of the managerthe board may designate (13) DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM STANDARDS IN - MILWAUKEE
somequalified person to perform the duties of théicef during COUNTY. Whenany such district is established in any countyhav
suchabsence or disabilityThe general manager shall have all th%'g a population of 500,000 or more and containing a city of the

powersprovided for in $198.16 (2)andsuch other power as the 1SL¢lass, no municipality in such district shall construct any part
boardmay from time to time delegate to the general manager of its distribution system except according tostendard of sizes

shallnot be required to devote all of hishar time to the business andgrades of materials as used by such cily of the 1st class, or the

of the district unless required to do so by the board. The gen%& n?;rﬂiweﬁ ,rAengglrjl::&nswaterworks association and the depart

manageshall perform such other duties as the board may requit@igior. 1971 c. 1085, 6 1971 c. 125,523 1971 c. 1641979 c. 3231985
of the general manager from time to time, and within 60 days afierg, 1991 a. 3161993 a. 184

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/198.22(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/198.16(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/66.069(1)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/108
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/108,%20s.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/108,%20s.%206
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/125
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/125,%20s.%20523
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/164
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/323
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/184

